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Introduction 


This  is  the  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  (WRP)  covering  the  occurrence  of  rare  and  scarce 
species  in  Wales  in  2008.  2008  will,  for  a  short  period  until  they  become  common-place  like  Little  Egrets,  be 
remembered  as  the  year  of  the  Cattle  Egret.  Who  would  have  predicted  that  in  a  single  year  we  would  have  13 
individuals,  more  than  had  been  recorded  previously  in  Wales.  It  was  also  a  bumper  year  for  rare  and  scarce 
birds  with  the  total  of  105  records  being  the  best  total  since  2005  and  eclipsing  the  dismal  total  of  39  in  2007. 
Although  more  records  than  in  the  previous  3  years,  the  majority  were  of  the  more  regular/expected  species,  with 
the  high  total  in  the  1 1-20  record  category  being  mainly  Cattle  Egrets. 
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It  was  a  typical  year  for  rarer  species,  but  there  were  no  new  species  for  Wales  recorded.  However,  two  species 
were  added  to  the  Welsh  list  after  having  completing  successful  circulations  of  BE3RC  and  BOURC.  In  the  case 
of  the  Glaucous-winged  Gull  the  BOURC  considered  the  identification  and  likelihood  of  natural  occurrence, 
whereas  for  Pacific  Diver  they  decided  to  elevate  it  form  being  just  a  race  of  Black-throated  Diver  to  a  full 
species.  We  are  still  waiting  to  hear  of  the  conclusions  from  the  BBRC/BOURC  deliberations  on  the  2002 
Porthmadog  Elegant  Tern  claim,  which  we  believe  is  the  only  remaining  potential  first  for  Wales  currently  under 
consideration. 

This  report  contains  the  usual  details  of  the  occurrences  of  all  the  rare  and  scarce  species  reported  in  Wales  in 
2008  as  well  more  detailed  reports  on  a  few  of  the  more  unusual  records.  These  detailed  reports  include  an 
account  of  the  finding  and  the  identification  of  the  Pembrokeshire  Pacific  Diver,  which  required  the  application 
of  only  recently  proposed  separation  criteria  from  black-throated  diver  -  a  tricky  task,  the  2nd  Welsh  Paddyfield 
Warbler,  this  time  found  in  the  field  in  a  more  expected  location  than  the  previous  one  in  the  Llangorse  lake, 
Brecon  reedbed  and  “one  to  grip  off’  of  the  listers  -  an  account  of  the  Pembrokeshire  Blackpoll  Warbler,  which 
was  present  all  day,  but  only  enjoyed  by  the  finder.  There  is  also  an  account  of  the  finding  of  the  corpse  of  an 
American  Bittern  and  also  a  note  on  why  there  was  confusion  in  the  birding  press  over  whether  the  Cardiff 
Lesser  Scaup  was  the  first  or  second  record  for  Wales. 

There  is  also  an  update  on  where  the  WRP  have  got  to  with  considering  common  redpoll  and  tristis  chiffchaff 
claims  -  some  progress,  much  interesting  discussion,  but  no  records  completed  a  full  circulation  in  time  for 
inclusion  in  this  report. 


Reg  Thorpe,  Chair  of  WRP 

This  report  follows  the  taxonomy,  names  and  systematic  sequence  of  the  new  BOU  British  List  (2009)  and 
includes  all  those  records  assessed  by  the  WRP  along  with  those  accepted  by  BBRC  (shown  in  italics). 
Descriptions  of  scarce  species  were  received  from  the  County  Recorders  of  all  Welsh  Counties  and  occasionally 
directly  from  the  observers.  The  report  includes  many  digital  photos  and  WRP  welcomes  the  submission  of  any 
photographic  evidence  but  this  ideally  should  be  accompanied  by  supporting  evidence.  Occasionally  the  Panel 
also  receives  descriptions  of  other  species  to  assess  from  County  Recorders  and  Editors.  These  are  not  detailed  in 
this  report. 

Scarce  species  (assessed  by  WRP)  are  defined  as  those  occurring  on  average  5  times  or  fewer  annually  in  Wales. 
As  of  Jan.  1st  2008  the  full  list  of  species  which  the  Panel  considers  is  as  follows: 

Bean  Goose,  American  Wigeon,  Green-winged  Teal,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Surf  Scoter.  Cory's 
Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Wilson’s  Petrel,  Night  Heron,  Great  White  Egret,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork. 
Black  Kite,  Montagu’s  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  White-tailed  Eagle,  Golden  Eagle,  Red-footed  Falcon, 
Corncrake,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone-Curlew,  American  Golden  Plover,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint. 
White-rumped  Sandpiper,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Caspian  Gull. 
White-winged  Black  Tern,  Alpine  Swift,  Short-toed  Lark,  Wood  Lark,  Shore  Lark,  Bee-eater,  Red-rumped 
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Swallow,  Red-throated  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Nightingale,  Bluethroat,  Aquatie  Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine 
Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Subalpine  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Greenish  Warbler,  Dusky  Warbler,  Radde’s 
Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Rose-coloured  Starling,  Red-backed  Shrike,  Woodchat 
Shrike,  Golden  Oriole,  Bearded  Tit,  Serin,  Common  Redpoll,  Arctic  Redpoll,  Common  Rosefinch,  Corn 
Bunting,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Rustic  Bunting  and  Little  Bunting. 

Scarce  races  are  considered  on  the  same  basis  (ie.  all  those  occurring  on  average  5  times  or  fewer  annually). 
However,  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  status,  and  in  some  case  the  identification,  of  some  races  is  very  uncertain. 
The  WRP  welcomes  well-documented  submissions  of  races  that  observers  consider  to  be  scarce  in  Wales. 
Through  this  process  we  hope  to  establish  the  occurrence  of  these  forms  but  submissions  will  probably  in  most 
cases  require  detailed  descriptions,  photographic  evidence  and  in  some  cases  biometrics  or  a  specimen. 

BBRC  have  requested  submission  of  rare  races  (see  Kehoe,  C.  2006  Racial  identification  and  assessment  in 
Britain,  British  Birds  99:  619-645  for  extra  guidance)  and  the  WRP  will  forward  any  claims  that  are  considered 
sufficiently  rare  for  BBRC  to  assess.  Examples  of  races  for  which  the  WRP  would  like  to  receive  reports  are 
Black  Brant  Goose  -  nigricans ,  Iceland  Gull  -  kumlieni.  Common  Guillemot  -  hyperborea ,  Razorbill  -  torda , 
Little  Auk  - polaris.  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  -  major ,  Grey-headed  Wagtail  -  thunbergi,  Siberian  Chiffchaff 
-  tristis,  Treecreeper  -  familaris,  Coal  Tit  -  a  ter.  Jay  -  glandarius,  Jackdaw  -  monedula,  Redpolls  -  islandica  / 
rostrata,  and  Bullfinch  -pyrrhula. 

In  the  systematic  list  the  figures  following  each  species  /  race  name  refer  to  the  number  of  accepted  individuals 
in  Wales  up  to  1991,  since  1991  but  not  including  2008  and  finally  the  number  this  year.  Where  two  records 
probably  relate  to  the  same  bird  then  only  one  is  added  to  the  total,  while  if  two  records  are  only  possibly  of  the 
same  bird,  then  both  are  added  into  the  totals.  In  some  cases  the  figures  suggest  changes  in  occurrence  in  the  last 
twenty  years,  although  it  should  be  noted  that  some  apparent  declines  may  be  due,  to  some  extent,  to  a  decline  in 
the  habit  of  observers  submitting  descriptions  or  some  apparent  increases  to  improved  identification  criteria  and 
better  optics  or  cameras. 

The  names  that  appear  after  individual  records  are  of  those  observers  who  sent  in  descriptions  (if  the  finder  is 
known  then  his  /her  name  is  included  in  italics)  and  are  included  here  to  show  recognition  of  the  time  taken  to 
produce  a  description  and  also  the  observer’s  commitment  to  the  nationally  recognised  system  of  rare  bird  record 
assessment,  unless  the  submitted  specifically  requests  that  their  name  is  not  shown. 

The  Panel  consists  of  six  voting  members,  in  2008  they  were:  Reg  Thorpe  (Chairman)  -  Caernarfon,  Mike 
Powell  -  Glamorgan,  Steve  Culley  -  Anglesey,  Darryl  Spittle  -  Gwent,  Simon  Hugheston-Roberts  -  Caernarfon, 
Steve  Stansfield  -  Bardsey  and  a  non-voting  Secretary,  Jon  Green  -  Ceredigion. 

The  longest  serving  member  of  the  Panel  retires  and  a  new  member  is  elected  annually  by  the  Welsh  County 
Recorders  and  the  Council  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society.  WRP  is  always  on  the  look  out  for  new 
members,  anyone  who  is  interested  should  contact  their  County  Recorder  or  the  WRP  Secretary. 

Descriptions,  photos,  videos  and  any  other  relevant  evidence  of  WRP  species  should  be  submitted  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  sighting  (WRP  description  forms  are  available  from  the  Secretary  /  County  Recorders  and 
downloadable  from  the  WOS  Website),  preferably  via  the  County  Recorder  or  alternatively  direct  to  the  WRP 
Secretary:  Jon  Green,  Crud  yr  Awel,  Bowls  Road,  Blaenporth,  Cardigan.  Ceredigion.  SA43  2AR.  (01239 
81 1561).  The  Panel  are  keen  to  receive  any  descriptions  or  photographs  of  electronic  form,  either  on  disc  or  by 
e-mail:  welshrarebirds@tiscali.co.uk 

No  acceptable  records  of  the  following  species  were  received  by  the  Panel  in  2008: 

Bean  Goose,  Surf  Scoter,  Wilson’s  Petrel,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Montagu's  Harrier,  Rough-legged 
Buzzard,  Golden  Eagle,  Red-footed  Falcon,  Kentish  Plover,  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper, 
Caspian  Gull,  Alpine  Swift,  Shore  Lark,  Red-throated  Pipit,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Greenish  Warbler,  Dusky 
Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Serin,  Common  Redpoll,  Arctic  Redpoll,  Corn  Bunting  and  Cirl  Bunting. 
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Systematic  List  of  Accepted  Records  in  2008 


American  Wigeon  (  6,  13,  0) 

Anas  americana _ ChwiweH  Americana 

Breeds  North  America,  winters  south  to  Panama. 

Pembroke:  male.  Angle  Bay  since  14th  Sept.  2007  and  present  until  1st  Mar.  2008  (C.  Hurford  et  al). 
The  Pembroke  male  has  been  wintering  in  the  same  area  for  the  last  6  years  at  least  but  failed  to 
reappear  in  autumn  2008. 

Green-winged  Teal  (  10,  28,  0) 

Anas  carolinensis _ Corlmyaden  As  sell  -  Werdd 

Breeds  in  North  America. 

Carmarthen:  male,  Penclacwydd,  30th  Apr.  -  1st  May  (photo.  G.  Davies). 

This  considered  to  be  the  returning  bird  that  was  seen  at  the  same  site  in  2007. 

Black  Duck  (  1,  1,  l) 

Anas  rubripes _ Huyaden  Ddu 

Breeds  E  North  America  from  Labrador  S  to  North  Carolina  &  W  to  Manitoba.  Most  are  resident  or 
dispersive  but  N  breeders  migrate  to  winter  in  coastal  SE  USA. 

Pembroke:  female,  Marloes  Mere  16th  Mar.  -  19th  May  (DJ  Astins). 

This  represents  the  third  accepted  Welsh  record,  following  the  long-staying  male  at  Aber, 
Caernarfon  and  the  male  at  Heathfield  Gravel  Pits,  Pembroke  in  March  2001. 


Black  Duck,  Marloes,  above  by  S.  Evans,  right  by  L.  Lomax. 


Ring-necked  Duck  (12,  23,  1) 

Avthva  col  laris _ Huy  a  den  Porch  os 

Breeds  North  America,  winters  south  to  Costa  Rica. 

2008  Pembroke:  male,  Bosherston  Lakes,  30th  Nov.  (D.  Maiden). 

2007  Ceredigion:  male,  Nanteos  Pond,  Aberystwyth  30th  Dec.  2007  until  6th  Jan.  2008 

(the  late  HW  Roderick). 

The  Nanteos  bird  is  presumed  to  be  the  same  bird  as  at  Cwm  Rheidol  2nd  Dec.  2007. 
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Ferruginous  Duck  (  35,  4,  2) 

Aythya  nyroca _ 

Gwent:  male,  Llandegfedd  Res.,  7lh  Jan. 

(C. Constance). 

Glamorgan:  male,  Cosmeston,  15th  Nov.  -  7th 

Dec.  (J.  Wilson,  photo.  W.  Strong). 
The  last  accepted  Welsh  record  also  came  from 
Cosmeston  in  October  2003.  There  have  only 
been  three  other  individuals  recorded  in  Wales 
since  1992,  a  male  in  the  St.  David’s  area  of 
Pembroke  in  1992,  returning  on  and  off  until 
1999  and  two  males  at  Kenfig  in  April  1 999. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  two  2008  records 
may  relate  to  the  same  bird,  which  had  also  spent 
time  in  Avon  /  Gloucestershire  (as  with  the 
previous  species)  but  without  other  supporting 
evidence  are  probably  best  treated  as  different. 


Hwyaclen  Ly  gad  wen 


Lesser  Scaup  (  0 ,  1,  1) 

Aythya  affinis _ Hwyaden  Benddu  Leiaf 

Breeds  from  C  Alaska  through  Canada  to  Hudson  Bay  &  S  to  Washington  &  South  Dakota.  Isolated 
populations  E  of  Great  Lakes.  Winters  along  both  coastlines  of  USA,  in  E  from  New  Jersey  to 
Mexico,  W  Indies,  C  America  to  N  Colombia. 

2008  Glamorgan:  lsl  w  male,  Cosmeston  Lakes  26th  Dec.  -  2nd  Jan.  2009  (GN  Smith  et  al). 

2003  Carmarthen:  male,  Penclacwydd,  4lh  June  (B.  &  S.  Stewart  et  al). 

The  Cosmeston  bird  was  later  seen  at  the  Cardiff  Millennium  Wetlands  /  Cardiff  Bay  until  8th  May 

2009  at  least. 


Lesser  and  Greater  Scaup,  Cardiff  by  RG  Smith. 
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Pacific  Diver  (  0 ,  /,  0) 

Gavia  pacifica _ Trochydd  v  Mor  Tawel 

Breeds  NE  Siberia  from  lower  Indigirka  river  E  to  Chukotskiy  Peninsula,  &  N  North  America  from 
Alaska  E  to  Hudson  Bay  &  S  Baffin  Island.  Winters  in  Pacific  Ocean,  in  Asia  S  to  Japan  &  E  China, 
&  in  North  America  S  to  Baja  California  &  Sonora,  Mexico. 

2008  Pembroke:  2nd  winter,  Llys-y-fran  Res.,  16lh  Jan.  -  11th  Feb.  (R.  Dobbins,  A.  Rogers  et  al.). 

2007  Pembroke:  lsl  winter,  Llys-y-fran  Res.,  2nd  Feb.  -  20th  Mar.  (D  J  Astins,  JG  Brown, 

PK  Grennard  et  al.). 

The  first  British  record  came  from  Farnham  Gravel  Pits,  North  Yorkshire  (also  a  juvenile),  from  12tn 
Jan.  -  4th  Feb.  The  identification  criteria  put  forward  from  this  record  were  ably  applied  by  the 
initial  observers  of  the  Llys-y-fran  Diver  who  put  forward  a  sound  argument  for  its  acceptance.  Any 
lingering  doubts  were  removed  when  it  returned  in  2008,  now  in  2nd  year  plumage,  a  year  later. 
Readers  may  be  surprised  to  hear  that  one  was  reported  from  the  same  site,  by  the  same  observers  in 
March  2009,  but  it  only  remained  overnight  ! 

Cory’s  Shearwater  (  34,  59,  1) 

Calonectris  diomedea _ Aderyn-Diycin  Con ' 

A  temperate  to  tropical  species,  nesting  in  colonies  and  rocky  islands  in  the  Canaries,  Madeira  and 
Azores  and  through  the  Mediterranean. 

Pembroke:  one  off  St.  Govan’s  Head,  17lh  Aug.  (C.  Hurford). 

Great  Shearwater  (  81,  150,  1) 

Puffinus  gravis _ Aderym  Diycin  Mawr 

Late  summer  /  autumn  passage  migrant  that  breeds  in  the  south  Atlantic. 

Pembroke:  one  off  Strumble  Head,  4th  Sept.  (R.  Stonier).  <• 

Yet  another  Pembroke  record  but  only  one  record  this  year,  none  in  2007  but  five  in  2006. 


Great  White  Egret  (  5,  20,  4) 

Ardea  alba _ Crew  Mawr  Ginv? 


Breeds  Netherlands  in  small  numbers  and  from  Hungary  eastwards  to  Japan  and  south  Australia, 
Africa  south  of  the  Sahara  also  southern  North,  Central  and  South  America.  European  population 
winters  mostly  in  the  north  Mediterranean.  This  species  dropped  off  the  BBRC  list  of  rare  birds, 
onto  the  WRP  list  as  of  Jan.  1st  2006. 

Montgomery:  Newtown  area, 

from  7th  Dec.  2007 
until  March  2008 
(G.  Crowder  et  al). 

Cantref  Res 


Brecon: 


Gwent: 


Ceredigion: 


until  4th  June 
(M.  Everett). 
Goldcliff  14th  Sept. 
(M.  Bell,  M.Chown, 
JR  Bennett). 
Ynyshir,  15th 


8th  May 


26th  & 


28th  Sept.  (R.  Jones). 


Pembroke:  Dale,  17th  Oct.  (R.  Royle) 

Quite  possibly  the  Montgomery  bird,  that  remained  in  the  Newtown  area  from  2007,  moved  into 
Brecon.  Photo  above  at  Cantref  Res.  by  K.  Joynes. 
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American  Bittern  (  6 ,0 , 1) 

Botaurus  lentiginosus _ Acleryn-bwn  America 

Breeds  North  America,  winters  southern  USA  to  Central  America. 

Pembroke:  found  dead,  St.  David’s  Airfield,  30th  Nov.  (R.  Taylor,  R.  Dobbins). 

The  six  other  Welsh  records  came  from:  Anglesey  1851,  Pembroke  1872,  1905,  1949,  Bardsey  1962 
and  Magor,  Gwent  1981-82.  The  first  three  were  all  shot,  the  Bardsey  one  died,  while  the  Magor 
bird  was  enjoyed  by  many  during  its  two  month  stay. 

Little  Bittern  (  41,6  ,1) 

Ixobryclms  minutus _ 

Widespread,  patchy  &  declining  in  Europe  N  to 
53°N.  To  E,  breeds  to  60°N  in  Russia,  &  E  to 
Kazakhstan  &  NW  China.  W  Pal.  population 
migratory,  wintering  mainly  in  E  Africa,  S  from 
Sudan  &  Ethiopia.  Other  populations  largely 
resident  or  dispersive  in  N  Indian  subcontinent, 
sub-Saharan  Africa  &  Australia. 

Pembroke:  male,  Brooksgrove, 

Haverfordwest,  7th  -  10th  May 
found  dead  on  the  last  date 
(G.  &  S.  Davies,  photo  R.  Haycock). 

Since  1991,  of  the  7  Welsh  records  4  have  come  from  Pembroke,  the  others  from  Gwent, 
Glamorgan  and  Montgomery  (the  latest,  in  October  2004). 

Night  Heron  (31,11,1) 

Nycticorax  nycticorax _ Creyr  y  Nos 

Dispersive  migrant,  from  warmer  temperate  to  tropical  zones,  southern  Europe  and  America. 
Pembroke:  adult,  Sealyham,  15th  May  (per  M.  Young-Powell). 

Cattle  Egret  (  5,  5,  13) 

Bubulcus  ibis _ Creyr  v  Gwarthes 

Common  and  widespread  in  S.  Spain  &  Portugal  with  small  expanding  populations  in  France  and 
Italy.  Northern  populations  disperse  outside  the  breeding  season,  mostly  into  Africa. 

Dol-y-bont,  then  Llandre,  3rd  Jan.  -  1 1th  May  (C.  deCarle,  R.  Jones  et  al). 
Malltraeth  Marsh,  1st  Feb.  (K.  Maurice). 

Hunt’s  Bay,  28th  Feb.  -  12lh  Mar.  (H.  Grenfell,  G.  Rutt  et  al). 

Goldcliffe  Lagoons,  6th  -  11th  July  (M.  Jenkins,  H.  Jones). 

Sandy  Haven,  17th  Oct.  -  30lh  Dec.  (DJ  Astins). 

West  Angle,  9th  Dec.  (C.  Hurford). 

Hubberston,  9lh  -  26th  Dec.  (C.  Hurford). 

Dale,  17th  Dec.  -  3rd  Jan.  2009  (KJS  Devonald). 

Flock  of  five,  Treffasser  15th  -  29th  Dec.  (R. Davies). 

There  were  more  accepted  individuals  of  this  species  in  this  year  than  ever  recorded  in  Wales  before 
(three  claims  from  Carmarthen  are  still  being  assessed  by  BBRC).  As  this  species  appears  to  be 
expanding  northwards,  with  a  mass  of  records  from  the  south  coast  of  Britain,  BBRC  has  dropped 
this  species  from  their  list  as  of  1st  Jan.  2009  -  it  now  joins  the  WRP  list. 


Ceredigion: 

Anglesey: 

Glamorgan: 

Gwent: 

Pembroke: 


Aderyn-bwn-leiaf 
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White  Stork  ( - ,  15,  1) 

Ciconia  ciconia _ Ciconai  Gwyn 

Migrant  in  warmer  Boreal  to  warm  temperate  zones,  USSR,  China  and  central  Europe. 

2008  Montgomery:  Cemmaes,  1st  July  (K.  Rider). 

2007  Glamorgan:  Aberthaw,  4th  -  9th  Oct.  (photo  S.  Hinton). 

Black  Kite  (  6,  5,  1) 

Milvus  mi  grans _ Barcud  du 

Breeds  throughout  continental  Europe,  most  in  Spain,  France  and  Germany,  with  smaller 
populations  in  all,  except  maritime  NW  Europe  and  Scandinavia.  To  E,  breeds  European  Russia  to 
Kazakhstan  and  C  Siberia.  Nominate  race  winters  Africa  and  NW  Indian  subcontinent.  Other  races 
resident  or  dispersive  in  sub-Saharan  Africa,  Indian  subcontinent,  E  and  SE  Asia  and  Australia. 
Anglesey:  over  Carmel  Head,  4th  May  (M.  Sutton). 

This  species  recently  dropped  of  the  BBRC  list  onto  the  WRP  list  but  remains  a  mega-Welsh  tick. 

White-tailed  Eagle  ( - ,  2,  1) 

Haliaeetus  alb i cilia _ Eryr  y  Mor 

Mainly  resident  in  subarctic  to  temperate  or  possibly  warm  temperate  zones  of  northern  and  eastern 
Europe.  Re-introduced  into  Scotland.  Vagrant  elsewhere. 

Caernarfon:  one  flew  over  Dolwyddelan,  Conwy  Valley,  28  Mar.  (M.  Hughes). 

There  had  been  several  reports  on  Birdline  of  one  in  the  area  or  across  into  Cheshire  but  this  was  the 
only  confirmed  sighting.  There  were  a  similar  series  of  claims  in  2007  but  none  were  documented 
fully  enough  to  clinch  ID. 

The  only  other  post  1991  records  came  from  Skomer,  10th  &  11th  Nov.  1993  and  Cors  Caron  on  12th 
Nov.  1997. 

Corncrake  ( 38,  2) 

Crex  crex _ Rhegen  w  Yd 

Very  scarce  breeding  bird  in  Britain,  mainly  in  north  &  western  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Last  bred  in 
Wales  in  1994. 

Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  13th  Sept.  (P.  Massey). 

Pembroke:  Skomer,  29th  Sept.  (D.  Boyle). 

WRP  received  several  claims  from  non-birders  of  calling  Corncrake,  none  were  deemed  acceptable. 
We  have  decided  that  for  acceptance,  Corncrakes  must  be  heard  by  a  birder  or  taped  -  all  too  often 
non-birder  claims  of  this  species  are  unreliable,  ranging  from  Grey  Partridges  to  Sedge  warbler  !. 

Spotted  Crake  ( - ,  29+,  1) 

Porzana  porzana _ Rhegen  fraith 

Scarce  breeding  bird  in  Britain.  Passage  migrant. 

Carmarthen:  Penclacwydd,  17th  Sept.  (R.  Beven). 


Common  Crane  (  19,  18,  0) 

Grus  grns 


Garan 


A  rare  visitor  to  Wales  from  Central  Europe  where  it  breeds,  wintering  in  southern  Europe  around 
the  Mediterranean  and  Africa. 

2007  Carmarthen:  Garreg  Llwyd,  29th  Apr.  (S.  &  P.  Murray). 
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Black-winged  Stilt  (  11,  5,  1) 

Himantopus  himantopus _ Hirgoes 

Breeds  along  Atlantic  coast  of  France  and  locally  throughout  Mediterranean  basin  to  Black  Sea.  To 
E,  breeds  from  S  Siberia  and  C  Asia  to  NW  China.  Most  European  birds  winter  in  sub-Saharan 
Africa  and,  increasingly,  in  SW  Iberia.  Asian  breeders  winter  across  S  and  SE  Asia  and  S  China. 
Other  races  occur  in  Australasia,  the  Americas  and  Elawaii. 


Glamorgan:  adult  male,  Kenfig,  27th  Apr.  -  4lh  May  (M.  Bevan  et  al). 

Gwent:  as  above,  Goldcliff,  5th  -  9th  May  (N.  Casburn,  C.  Jones,  D.  Wall  et  al). 


Black-winged  Stilt,  Kenfig.  Left  by  RG  Smith,  right  by  DG  Carrington. 


American  Golden  Plover  (  2,  6,  2) 

Pluvialis  dominica _ Corgwtiad  Aur 

Breeds  on  coastal  tundra  from  extreme  NE  Siberia,  E  across  N  Alaska  and  Canada  to  Baffin  Island. 
Migrates  over  W  Atlantic  to  wintering  grounds  in  S  South  America.  This  species  dropped  off  the 
BBRC  list  of  rare  birds,  onto  the  WRP  list,  as  of  Jan.  1st  2006. 

Anglesey:  adult,  Cemlyn,  30th  May  -  3rd  June  (H.  Vaughan,  photos  S.  Culley) 
presumed  same  Alaw  Est.,  25th  -  27th  June  (KG  Croft). 

Is1  w,  Hen  Borth,  Cemlyn,  14th  Oct.  (D.  Wright). 

The  adult  at  Cemlyn  is  thought  to  have  moved  off  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  before  returning  to  the  Alaw 
Estuary. 

TemmincIVs  Stint  (  26,  21,  1) 

Cali  dr  is  temminckii _ Pibvdd  Temminck 

Breeds  northern  Scandinavia  eastwards  across  northern  Siberia.  Winters  west  and  central  Africa  and 
south  Asia. 

Gwent:  Goldcliff,  7th  May  (P.  Bowyer,  C.  Jones,  D.  Spittle). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  (  65,  36,  6) 

Calidris  melanotos _ Pibvdd  Cain 

Breeds  northeast  Siberia  and  northern  North  America.  Winters  in  southern  South  America. 
Carmarthen:  male,  Coedbach,  27th  May  (D.  Davidson). 

Ceredigion:  juv.  Cors  Caron,  24th  Sept.  (A.  Williams). 

juv.,  Llanrhydstud,  25th  -  28th  Sept.  (A.  Williams). 

Brecon:  3  juvs.  Llangorse  Lake,  30th  Sept.  -  3rd  Oct.  (K.  Noble). 
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Vagrant. 

Glamorgan:  1st  winter,  Lisvane  Res.,  20th  Oct.  2007  until  28th  Apr.  2008  (P.  Bristow). 

Red-necked  Phalarope  (37,  14, 1) 

Phalaropus  lobatus _ Llvdandroed  Gvddfgoch 

A  very  scarce  and  declining  breeding  bird  in  Scotland.  Breeds  in  Scandinavia  and  winters  in  the 
Indian  and  Persian  Gulf. 

Glamorgan:  Ogmore  Castle,  16lh  Oct.  (photo,  by  S.  Hinton). 


Broad-billed  Sandpiper  (  4,  7,  1) 

Limicola  falcinellus _ Pibvdd  Llxdcmbiz 

Nominate  European  race  breeds  in  boreal  forest  bogs  of  N  Norway,  Sweden  &  Finland,  &  into 
Arctic  Russia,  where  distribution  uncertain.  These  migrate  through  E  Mediterranean,  Black  & 
Caspian  Seas  to  winter  in  Persian  Gulf,  W  India  &  Sri  Lanka,  with  small  numbers  in  coastal  E 
Africa.  E  race  sibirica  breeds  from  Taimyr  Peninsula  to  Kolyma  River  delta,  &  winters  from  Bay  of 
Bengal  through  coastal  SE  Asia  to  Australia.) 

Gwent:  adult,  Goldcliff,  6th  -  7th  May  (T.  Chinnick,  M.  Pointon,  DM  Spittle  et  al). 

The  only  other  Welsh  records  came  from  Shotton  September  1960,  Peterstone  Wentloog  May  1979, 
Malltraeth  June  1984,  Peterstone  Sluice  Farm  May  1988  and  RSPB  Conwy  on  24th  May  1999. 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  (  31, 16,  0) 

Tryngites  subruficollis _ Pibvdd  Bnmlhvvd 

Breeds  in  Alaska  and  North-west  Canada,  winters  in  northern  Argentina  and  Uruguay. 

Correction  to  2007  report,  adult  at  Coed  Bach,  Carmarthenshire  1 1th  July,  not  as  printed. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  (9,1,0) 

Actitis  macular  ins _ Pibvdd  Biych 


A  remarkable  series  of  events,  firstly  in  Ceredigion,  where  one  observer  found  the  Cors  Caron  bird, 
then  the  Llanrhystud  bird  the  next  day,  while  over  in  Brecon,  three  together  at  Llangorse,  a  Welsh 
record  and  only  the  2nd  time  that  this  species  has  been  reported  in  that  county  (photo  below  by  K. 
Noble). 
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Glaucous-winged  Gull  (  0,  1,  0) 

Lams  slaucescens _ Gwvlan  Adeinlwydlas 

Breeds  in  coastal  N  Pacific  from 
Kamchatka  &  Komandorskiye 
(Commander)  Islands,  Russia,  E 
throughout  Aleutian  Island  chain  to 
coastal  S  Alaska,  &  British  Columbia. 

2007  Carmarthen:  third-winter, 

Ferryside,  2nd  -  5th 
Mar. 

(photo  D.  Davidson). 

Photos  opposite,  both  by  B.  Stewart. 


The  first  British  record  was  of  a  3,d 
winter,  ringed  (and  colour-ringed)  at 
Hempsted,  Gloucestershire,  1 5th  -  1 6th 
Dec.  2006.  The  publication  of  its  photos 
on  the  web  and  in  various  magazines 
alerted  birders  to  its  existence. 

Imagine  the  surprise  on  the  face  of  the 
observer  in  Ferryside,  when  scanning 
through  the  gulls,  here  was  that  same 
bird. 

Although  many  travelled  the  country  to 
see  it,  few  did.  After  visiting  Carmarthen, 
this  bird  made  another  appearance  at 
Hempsted,  16th  -  17th  Mar.  then  at 
Beddington  Sewage  Farm,  Surrey  on  18th 
Apr. 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  ( 3,  9 ,  1) 

Chroicocephalus  Philadelphia _ Gwvlan  Bonaparte 

Breeds  widely  across  N  North  America  from  W  and  C  Alaska  through  Canada  to  James  Bay. 
Winters  locally  on  ice-free  rivers  and  lakes  in  N  USA,  and  S  along  both  coasts  of  USA  to  Mexico 
and  Caribbean. 

Glamorgan:  adult,  Ogmore-by-sea,  15th  -  16th  Jan.  (photo.  NP  Roberts). 

White-winged  Black  Tern  (  24,  9,  1) 

Chlidonias  Ieucopterus _ Corswennol  Adeinwen 

Breeds  from  Hungary  and  Bulgaria  eastwards  through  Asia.  The  Western  Palearctic  population 
winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

Flint:  juvenile,  Shotwick,  1 1th  Sept,  (photos  on  the  next  page  by  B.  Bamacal,  G.  Bellingham). 

Of  the  ten  individuals  seen  in  Wales  since  1991,  all  have  been  of  juvs.  in  autumn,  except  for  an 
October  adult  off  Strumble  Head  and  three  spring  adults  at  Kenfig  in  May  1992. 
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Whiskered  Tern  (  5,  3 , 3) 

Chlidonias  hvbridus _ 

Breeds  in  small,  scattered  colonies  through  S  &  E 
Europe  from  Iberia  to  Poland.  Numerous  & 
widespread  from  N  Black  Sea  E  to  W  Kazakhstan, 
with  Volga/Ural  River  complex  holding  most  of 
European  population.  Winters  tropical  W  &  C  Africa 
&  from  Nile  Delta  to  E  Africa.  Other  populations  in 
Indian  subcontinent,  E  Asia,  S  Africa  &  Australia. 
Glamorgan:  Kenfig,  4th  (N.  Donaghy,  C  &  M. 

Moore). 

Den./Caem:  RSPB  Conwy  9th  May  (S.  Culley, 

K.  Webster,  B.  Winters-Jones  et  al). 

Flint:  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  9th  -  20th  May 

(A.  Morgan,  S.  Skelton,  CE  Wells). 

j 

Brecon:  Llyn  Login,  Mynydd  Epynt,  23  May 

(A.  King). 

then  Llangorse  27th  -  28th  May 
(J.  Porter  et  al). 


The  Conwy  bird  swapped  RSPB  reserves,  moving  to 
Inner  Marsh  Farm,  where  it  spent  most  of  its  time  on 
the  Cheshire  side  of  the  border  but  roosted  on  the 
Welsh  side.  Photo  opposite  by  S.  Culley  at  Conwy 
RSPB. 

The  only  post  1991  records  were  from  Llyn  Traffwll 
&  Cemlyn,  Anglesey  in  June  1993,  Llandegfedd  Res., 
Gwent  in  July  1994  at  Llyn  Maelog,  Anglesey  in 
August  2002. 


Corswennol  Far  fog 


Whiskered  Tern,  Kenfig  by  RG  Smith. 
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Bee-eater  (  29,  17,  2) 

Merovs  apiaster _ Gwybedog  v  Gwenvn 

Scarce  visitor  from  Mediterranean  Europe. 

Pembroke:  one,  Dinas  Head,  27th  Apr.  (J-P  Daniels). 

one,  Ramsey,  24lh  June  (G.  Morgan). 


Short-toed  Lark  (12, 13,  4) 

Calandrella  br achy  dactyl  a _ 

Rare  visitor.  Breeds  from  Iberia,  southern 
France  and  NW  Africa  east  to  Manchuria. 
Pembroke:  St.  David’s,  22nd  Apr. 

(J.  &  M.  Best). 

tE 

Caernarfon:  Great  Orme,  4  May 
(M.  Hughes). 

Bardsey,  22nd  &  23rd  May 
(R.  Brown). 

Glamorgan:  Sker  &  Kenfig,  8th  -  10th 

May  (A.  Rosney  et  al),  photo 
opposite  by  S.  Hinton. 


Ehedydd  Llwyd 


Woodlark  ( - ,  129,  5) 

Lullula  arborea 

Ehedydd  y  Coed 

Now  widespread  in  Southern  and  Eastern  England. 

Glamorgan:  Margam  Moors,  13lh  Apr.  (M.  Cornish). 

Lavemock  Point,  14th  Nov.  (DRW  Gilmore). 

Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  30th  Oct.  (SD  Stansfield  et  al). 

Bardsey,  14th  Nov.  (SD  Stansfield,  RD  Brown  et  al). 
Anglesey:  Carmel  Head,  1st  Nov.  (RI  Thorpe,  S.  Hughston-Roberts). 

Red-rumped  Swallow  (  8,  6,  1) 

Hirundo  daurica 

Gwennol  Dingoch 

Breeds  Iberia,  southern  France  and  northwest  Africa;  Balkans  east  to  Japan  and  south  to  Sri  Lanka; 
central  Africa.  The  Western  Palearctic  population  winters  in  Africa,  south  of  the  Sahara. 

Anglesey:  near  Bull  Bay,  4th  May  (D.  Powell). 

Tawny  Pipit  (  16,  4, 1) 

Anthus  campestris 

Corhedydd  Melyn 

A  very  rare  visitor  from  southern  and  central  Europe. 

Anglesey:  The  Range,  10th  May  (S.  Culley). 

The  last  two  Tawny  Pipits  also  came  from  this  county,  but  from  Cemlyn  in  2006. 
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Citrine  Wagtail  (  0 ,  1,  2) 

Motacilla  citreo/a _ 

Breeds  in  small,  scattered  colonies  through  S  &  E 
Europe  from  Iberia  to  Poland.  Numerous  & 
widespread  from  N  Black  Sea  E  to  W 
Kazakhstan,  with  Volga/Ural  River  complex 
holding  most  of  European  population.  Winters 
tropical  W  &  C  Africa  &  from  Nile  Delta  to  E 
Africa.  Other  populations  in  Indian  subcontinent, 
E  Asia,  S  Africa  &  Australia. 

Den./Caem:  adult  male,  RSPB  Conwy,  30th  Apr. 
(J.  &  M.  Hughes,  R.  Sandham, 

J.  Wheldrake  et  al). 

Brecon:  first-summer  male,  River  Usk,  near 

Brecon,  5th  June  (K.  Noble  et  al). 

The  only  other  Welsh  record  was  from  Skomer 
27th  Sept.  2000. 


Citrine  Wagtail,  near  Brecon  by  P.  Leafe 


Nightingale  ( - ,  27,  1) 

Luscinia  megarhvnchos _ Eos 


Sigllen  Sitraidd 


Population  declining  in  SE  England. 


May  (RJ 


Above:  White-spotted  Bluethroat,  Skomer  by  J.  Milborrow. 
Left:  Nightingale,  Bardsey  by  RJ  Else. 


Bluethroat  (  29,  15,  1) 

Luscinia  svecica _ Bronlas 

Migrant,  breeding  in  Arctic  /  Alpine  to  cool  temperate  zones  of  Europe  (white-spotted  race)  and 
Scandinavia  (red-spotted  race). 

Pembroke:  white-spotted  male,  Skomer,  10lh  -  1 1th  Apr.  (M.  Butler,  per  J.  Milborrow). 
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Of  the  45  accepted  records  of  this  species  only  three  others  have  been  of  the  white-spotted  form 
(from  central  &  southern  Europe),  two  on  Skokholm,  Pembroke  (1946  &  1968)  and  at  Cors  Caron, 
Ceredigion  (May  2001 ). 

Paddy  field  Warbler  (  0,  7, 1) 

Acrocephalus  agricola _ Telor  Pacli 

In  Europe,  restricted  to  Black  Sea  coasts  from  Bulgaria  and  Danube  delta  E  to  Ukraine.  To  E,  breeds 
widely  across  steppes  of  S  Russia  and  SW  Siberia,  Kazakhstan  and  NW  China,  S  to  Uzbekistan  and 
N  Pakistan.  Winters  throughout  Indian  subcontinent. 

Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  1 1th  Oct.  (RD  Brown,  SD  Stansfield  et  al). 

The  only  other  Welsh  record  came  from  Brecon,  when  one  was  ringed  at  Llangorse  on  1 1  Sept. 
2005. 


Marsh  Warbler  (  11,6,  1) 

Acrocephalus  palustris _ 

A  small  population  breeds  in  south  England.  Main 
breeding  grounds  are  in  Eastern  Europe. 

Caernarfon:  caught  Bardsey,  20th  May 

(RJ  Else,  RD  Brown, 

EJ  Stansfield). 

Photo  opposite  by  RJ  Else. 

The  last  two  Welsh  records  have  come  from  this  site. 


Melodious  Warbler  (  142,  45,  4) 

Hippolais  polvslotta _ 

Breeds  northeast  Africa,  Iberia,  France, 
Switzerland  and  Italy.  Winters  in  Africa,  south 
of  the  Sahara. 

Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  28  May 

(SD  Stansfield,  RJ  Else), 
caught,  Bardsey,  1 5th  -  2 1 st 
Sept.  (RJ  Else, 

SD  Stansfield  et  al). 

Pembroke:  caught,  Caldey,  16lhSept. 

(S.  Sutcliffe). 

Skomer,  21st  Sept.  (D.  Boyle). 


Telor  y  Gwerni 


Telor  Per 


Melodious  Warbler,  Bardsey  by  R. Brown 


Icterine  Warbler  (  65,  34, 1) 

Hippolais  icterina _ Telor  Aur 

Breeds  from  northeast  France  north  to  Norway  and  Sweden  and  east  to  western  Siberia,  also 
northern  Iran.  Winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

Caernarfon:  male  recorded  singing,  Uwchmynydd,  30lh  May  (M.  Hughes). 
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Subalpine  Warbler  (18,25,3) 

Sylvia  ccmtillans _ 

Four  races  widely  but  locally  distributed 
throughout  Mediterranean  basin  from  NW 
Africa  and  Iberia  N  to  S  France,  and  E  to 
Greece  and  W  Turkey.  Winters  S  of  Sahel 
from  Mauritania  and  Senegal  to  S  Egypt  and 
Sudan.  This  species  dropped  off  the  BBRC  list 
of  rare  birds,  onto  the  WRP  list,  as  of  Jan.  lsl 
2006. 

Caernarfon:  1st  year  female,  Bardsey,  13th, 

17th  &  27th  May  (M.  Archer, 

SD  Stansfield). 

Pembroke:  lsl  year  male,  Ramsey,  15lh  May 
(J.  Wells). 

1 st  year  male,  Skomer,  1 9lh  May 

(D.  Boyle,  photo  opposite). 

Barred  Warbler  (  40,  32,  4) 

Sylvia  nisoria _ 

Breeds  from  north  Italy,  Germany  and  south  Sweden  eastwards  to  Mongolia.  Winters  northeast 
Africa  south  to  Kenya  and  southern  Arabia. 

Anglesey:  imm..  South  Stack,  8th  Sept.  (KG  Croft). 

imm.,  Breakwater  Country  Park,  23,d  Sept.  (KG  Croft). 

Caernarfon:  imm.,  Bardsey,  1 8  Sept.  (P. Massey). 

imm.,  Bardsey,  10th  Oct.  (SD  Stansfield). 

Raddes  Warbler  (  3,  3, 1) 

Plivlloscopus  schwarzi _ Telor  Radde 

Breeds  in  S  Siberia  from  Novosibirsk  region  E 
to  Ussuri  land  and  NE  China.  Migrates  through  E 
China  to  winter  in  N  Burma,  Indochina  and  C 
Thailand.  This  species  dropped  off  the  BBRC 
list  of  rare  birds,  onto  the  WRP  list,  as  of  Jan.  U 
2006. 

Caernarfon:  Great  Orme,  28th  Sept. 

(M.  Hughes). 

Photo  opposite  by  M.  Hughes. 

Since  dropping  off  the  BBRC  list  in  2006,  this 
species  has  been  reported  four  times  in  Wales, 
compared  to  only  three  times  before  this  date  ! 


Telor  Brongoch 


Telor  Rhesog 
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Hume's  Warbler  (  0 ,  2  ,0) 

Phylloscopus  humei _ Telor  Hume 

BBRC  printed,  in  error,  the  acceptance  of  an  individual  at  Soldier’s  Point,  Anglesey  on  19lb  Nov. 
2000,  when  in  fact  the  identification  was  never  proven.  There  are  therefore  only  two  accepted 
records  of  this  species  from  Strumble  Head,  Pembroke  on  20th  Nov.  1993  and  in  Caernarfon  14 
Dec.  2003  -4th  Jan.  2004. 

Western  Bonelli  "s  Warbler  (  6,  1 ,  0) 

Phylloscopus  bonellii _ Telor  Bonelli 

Breeding  range  centred  on  SW  Europe  from  Iberia  to  N  France,  S  Germany,  Italy,  Austria,  and 
locally  in  mountains  ofN  Africa.  Winters  along  S  edge  of  Sahara,  from  Senegal  and  S  Mauritania  to 
N  Cameroon. 

Caernarvon:  Bardsey,  24lb  -  25th  Sept.,  trapped,  photo.  (RI  Thorpe,  G.  Gibbs,  S.  D.  Stansfield  et  al.). 
Previously  accepted  and  published  as  Eastern  /  Western,  but  with  additional  infonnation  now 
attributed  to  Western  Bonelli’s  Warbler. 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  ( 126,  41,  2) 

Ficedula  parva _ Gwybedog  Brongoch 

Breeds  from  southern  Sweden  south  to  Austria  and  Bulgaria  eastwards  across  Siberia.  Winters  in 
Pakistan,  India  and  southeast  Asia. 

Pembroke:  1st  w.  Dale,  5lh  Oct.  (DJ  Astins). 

Anglesey:  1st  w.  South  Stack,  12th  Oct.  (KG  Croft). 

Bearded  Tit 

Panuriis  biarmicus _ Titw  Barfos 

Resident  in  the  UK  (mainly  the  south  East).  Erruptive.  Bred  in  Wales  in  one's  or  twos  mid  1960’s  - 
1980.  Rare  since. 

2008  Gwent:  birds  present  and  bred  again  at  NWR  Uskmouth,  max.  4  pairs. 

2008  Glamorgan:  male,  Cosmeston  Lakes,  15th  Nov.  into  2009  (W.  Strong). 

2007  Glamorgan:  two  at  Cardiff  Wetlands  28th  Mar.,  with  3  males  +  a  female  there  29lh  Mar.  - 

4th  Apr.  and  one  heard  10th  Apr.  (SJ  Moon  et  al). 

Individuals  have  bred  for  the  last  three  years  at  the  Uskmouth  reed-beds  of  the  Newport  Wetland 
Reserve. 

Golden  Oriole  ( -,  -,  6) 

Or  iolus  or  joins _ Ewyn 

Rare  visitor  from  Mediterranean  Europe. 

2008  Caernarfon:  imm./female,  Bardsey,  5  May 

(SD  &  EJ  Stansfield). 
imm./female,  Bardsey,  17  May 
(RJ  Else,  RD  Brown), 
female,  Bardsey  25tb  May  (B.  Porter), 
male,  Caeathro,  18th  May 
(S.  Hughston-Roberts). 

Iolyn  Park,  Conwy,  8th  June  (AH  Morley). 

2008  Pembroke:  imm./female,  Skomer  2 1 st  -  26th  May 

(D.  Boyle),  photo  opposite  by  S.  Lamb. 
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til 

2007  Glamorgan:  male,  Kenfig,  5  -  6  June  (DG  Carrington,  P.  Parsons,  D.  Lewis). 

This  species  was  added  to  the  WRP  list  in  2007,  following  concerns  by  various  county  recorders 
over  un-substantiated  claims  and  possible  confusion  with  other  species. 

Red-backed  Shrike  ( - ,  56,  2) 

Lanius  collurio _ Cizvdd  Cefngoch 

Breeds  throughout  most  of  mainland  Europe. 

Anglesey:  female,  Soldier’s  Point,  9th  -  1 1th  Sept.  (KG  Croft,  photos  S.  Culley). 

Caernarfon:  juv.  Bardsey,  13th  Sept.,  found  dead  on  16th  (M.  Archer,  SD  Stansfield). 


Juv.  Red-backed  Shrike,  Bardsey  by  RJ  Else.  Male  Woodchat,  Treginis  by  L.  Lomax. 


Woodchat  Shrike  (  67,  22,  3) 

Lanins  senator _ Cig\'dd  Pengoch 

Breeds  from  France  and  northwest  Africa  east  to  Ukraine  and  southern  Iran.  Winters  in  Africa  south 
of  the  Sahara. 

Pembroke:  male,  Treginis,  St.  David’s,  13th  May  (D.  Ramsey  et  al). 

male  St.  Bride’s,  20th  May  (L.  Owen), 
female,  Martin’s  Haven,  8  June  (S.  Tusa). 

All  three  birds  were  photographed  and  this  allowed  the  sexing  and  separation  of  each  individual. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  (  26,  48,  3) 

Sturnus  roseus _ _ Drndwen  IVridog 

Breeds  from  Hungary  and  Balkans  east  to  Kazakhstan  and  soutnern  Iran.  Occasionally 
erupts  west  in  summer.  Winters  in  the  Indian  region. 

Pembroke:  juv.  Haverfordwest,  26th  Feb.  until  1st  May,  by  which  time  it  had  moulted  into  adult 

Meirionnydd:  adult,  Aberdyfi,  25lh  -  27th  May  (J.  Brook). 

Caernarfon:  adult,  Bardsey  10lh  June  (RJ  Else,  SD  Stansfield). 
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Rose-coloured  Starling,  Haverfordwest  by  L.  Lomax. 

Common  Rosefinch  (39,  70,  3) 

Carpodacus  erythrinus _ Llitios  Goch 

Breeds  from  Germany  and  southern  Sweden 
eastwards  to  Kamchatka  and  from  Georgia 
eastwards  to  central  China.  Has  bred  in  Britain  on  a 
few  occasions.  Winters  in  India,  southeast  Asia  and 
southern  China. 

2008  Anglesey:  male.  South  Stack,  1 8lh  May 

(KG  Croft). 

imm. /female,  Cemaes,  31st  May 
-  1st  June  (S.  Culley),  photo, 
opposite. 

2008  Caernarfon:  imm/female,  Bardsey  10th  Oct. 

(SD  Stansfield). 

2007  Caernarfon:  imm. /female,  Bardsey  12th  — 30th 

Sept.  (SD  Stansfield, 

SC  Renouf  et  al). 

2006  Caernarfon:  imm. /female,  Bardsey,  23ld  Oct. 

(M.  Eldridge,  SD  Stansfield). 
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Ortolan  Bunting  (  105,  49,  3) 

Emberiza  hortulana _ Bras  v  Gerddi 

Breeds  continental  Europe  and  Fenno-Scandia  eastwards  to  northern  Iran  and  Mongolia.  Winters 
south  Arabia  and  Sahel  zone  of  the  south  Sahara. 

Ceredigion:  Ynyslas,  4th  Sept.  (R.  Jones). 

Anglesey:  Soldier’s  Point,  15lh  -  1 7lh  Sept.  (KG  Croft,  Rh.  Jones). 

Caernarfon:  Bardsey,  28th  Oct.  (M.  Eldridge,  SD  Stansfield). 

Rustic  Bunting  (  4,  5,  1) 

Emberiza  rustica _ Bras  Gw  led  12 

Breeds  from  Fenno-Scandia  eastwards  to 
Kamchatka.  Winters  from  Turkestan  to 
Manchuria  and  eastern  China. 

Caernarfon:  1st  summer  male, 

Bardsey,  19lh  May  (RJ  Else), 

Photo  opposite. 

The  last  Welsh  record  also  came  from  this 
county  in  2000,  but  that  one  flew  into  a 
window  and  died. 


Little  Bunting  (  11,  12,  1) 

Emberiza  pus  ilia _ Bras  Lleiaf 

A  rare  visitor  to  Wales. 

Caernarfon:  Brewery  Fields,  Bangor,  3  U  Dec.  (I.  McLean). 

Blackpoll  Warbler  (2,  0 , 1) 

Dendroicci  striata _ Telor  Timven 

Breeds  widely  across  North  America  from  W  Alaska  E  throughout  Canada  to  Newfoundland.  S  to 
Maine.  Migrates  through  E  USA  to  winter  in  South  America  from  Panama  to  Chile  &  E  Argentina. 
Pembroke:  1st  w  /  female,  Marloes  Mere,  7th  Oct.  (M.  Spirito). 

Found  by  a  visiting  birder,  who  thought  it  was  something  different  and  e-mailed  the  photos  a  week 
later  to  the  county  recorder.  As  you  can  imagine  this  record  caused  quite  a  stir,  more  so  when  the 
locals  realised  it  was  present  for  at  least  5  hours  ! 

The  only  other  Welsh  records  came  from  Bardsey,  22nd  -  23ui  Oct.  1968  and  7th  -  9Ih  Oct.  1976. 

Category  D 


Falcated  Duck 

Anas  falcate _ 

Breeds  E  Siberia  from  Yenisey  River  &  Baikal  region  E  to  Sea  of  Okhotsk  &  S  to  NE  China  & 
Hokkaido,  Japan.  Winters  from  S  Japan  to  SE  China,  locally  W  to  Nepal. 

Anglesey:  male,  Llyn  Traffwll,  17th  -29th  May  (M.  Duckham,  M.  Hughes,  I.  Simms). 

Accepted  by  BBRC  onto  Category  D,  presumed  escape. 
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APPENDIX  I  -  List  of  records  that  were  deemed  NOT  PROVEN 


Many  of  the  records  were  not  accepted  because  the  Panel  were  not  convinced,  on  the  evidence 
before  us,  that  the  identification  was  fully  established.  Only  in  a  very  few  cases  were  the  Panel 
satisfied  that  a  mistake  had  been  made. 


Great  White  Egret 

Kenfig 

13/11/07 

Montagu's  Harrier,  male 

Nr  Amlwch,  Anglesey 

2/5/08 

White-tailed  Eagle,  juv. 

World’s  End,  Denbigh 

1 3/4/07 

Rough-legged  Buzzard 

Dolydd  Hafren,  Montgomery 

23/2  &  27/2/08 

Corncrake 

Newport  Wetlands,  Gwent 

25/4/08  &  1/6/08 

Corncrake 

Llanerchymedd,  Anglesey 

May  -  June 

Caspian  Gulls,  various 

Gresford  Flash,  Wrexham 

Oct  -  Dec  2007 

Temmincks  Stint 

Goldcliff,  Gwent 

17  -  18/5/08 

Kumlien’s  Gull,  ad 

Heliport,  Cardiff 

27/8/08 

Woodlark 

Blorenge,  Gwent 

10/5/08 

Richard’s  Pipit 

Newport  Wetlands,  Gwent 

28/9/08 

Red-throated  Pipit 

Bardsey 

18/9/08 

Marsh  Warbler 

Bardsey 

19/5/08 

BBRC  Not-proven: 


Fea/Zino’s  Petrel 

Point  Lynas,  Anglesey 

20/7/08 

Nutcracker,  2 

Dylife,  Montgomery 

24/7/08 

APPENDIX  II  -  List  of  records  that  have  been  PENDED  for  more  information  or  requiring 
further  assessment. 


Grey-headed  Wagtail,  female 

Bardsey 

28/5/08 

Grey-headed  Wagtail,  female 

South  Stack,  Anglesey 

29/5/08 

Chiffchaff-  tristis 

Kenfig 

Chiffchaff-  tristis 

Bardsey 

20/4/07 

Chiffchaff-  tristis  2 

Bardsey 

22/4/08 

Common  Redpoll,  4 

Borras  Head,  Wrexham 

28-29/1/06 

Common  Redpoll,  male 

Great  Orme 

6/4/07 

Common  Redpoll 

Bwlchgwyn,  Clwyd 

8/4-10/4/08 

Common  Redpoll 

Gwent 

Common  Redpolls 

Bardsey 

3  on  1 1/5/06,  1  on  2/6/06 

1  on  11/7/06,  1  on  20/10/06 

APPENDIX  III  -  List  of  records  that  have  not  been  submitted. 

An  incomprehensive  list,  of  birds  claimed  on  Birdline  or  to  county  recorders,  which  at  present  have 
not  been  substantiated  with  a  description.  If  anyone  has  information  on  any  of  these,  please  send  it 
direct  to  the  WRP  Secretary.  Thank  you. 


Cory’s  Shearwater 

At  sea,  off  Holyhead,  Anglesey 

19/9/08 

Rose-coloured  Starling 

Holyhead,  Anglesey 

16/6/08 

Rose-coloured  Starling 

Rhosneigr  Golf  Course,  Anglesey 

20/6/08 

Rose-coloured  Starling 

Rhostryfan,  Caernarfon 
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Siberian  Chiffchaff  revisited... again! 

In  the  majority  of  the  UK,  the  occurence  of  a  Siberian  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita  tristis  (hereafter  tristis ) 
is  considered  a  rare  event  and  as  such  is  assessed  by  rarities  panels.  Like  many  races  treatment  in  county  bird 
reports,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  the  BBRC  reports,  has  not  been  as  rigorous  as  for  rare  species.  This  treatment, 
coupled  with  recent  papers  (Dean  &  Svensson  2005,  Dean  2008)  where  doubt  was  shed  on  previous 
identification  criteria  for  tristis,  with  the  suggestion  that  the  grey-colourless  individuals  infrequently  seen  in  the 
UK  were  not  tristis  at  all  but  perhaps  some  sort  of  intergrade  of  tristis  and  abietinus,  has  caused  much 
uncertainty  in  how  you  actually  confirm  the  identification  of  tristis. 

/ 

As  reported  in  the  previous  report  the  WRP  decided  to  adopt  the  approach  to  tristis  identification  advocated  in 
the  recent  papers  and  BBRC.  However,  even  before  the  records  had  completed  their  circulation  a  further  paper 
has  yet  again  muddied  the  waters. 

A  recent  paper  in  Dutch  Birding  by  Amoud  B.  van  den  Berg,  following  work  carried  out  in  southern  Kazakhstan 
[where  only  tristis  occurs],  appears  to  simply  the  whole  problem.  Here  it  states  that  there  is  no  intergrade  form 
(“ fulvescens ”)  and  that  tristis  varies  in  plumage  from  the  distinctive  brown  plumages  without  any  traces  of  green 
&  yellow  in  the  east  to  greyer  plumages,  some  with  tinges  of  green  &  yellow  in  the  west  (as  in  Cramp  1992).  At 
least  in  western  Europe,  calls  (from  October)  and  song  are  a  reliable  tool  to  separate  tristis  from  Common 
Chiffchaff.  The  extent  of  variation  in  calls  of  juvenile  tristis  is  not  yet  fully  known  and  first-years  may  utter  a 
mixture  of  calls,  which  could  be  regarded  as  developmental  and  possibly  an  overture  to  plastic  song  (cf. 
Constantine  &  The  Sound  Approach  2006). 

The  upshot  is  that  van  de  Berg  suggests  that  any  chiffchaff  [ranging  from  the  pale  grey-washed  out  individuals  to 
the  dull  brown  ones,  lacking  in  any  traces  of  green  &  yellow  ]  and  bare  parts  [bill  colour  all-black  with  or  w  ithout 
pale  base  and  with  or  without  a  distinct  pale  cutting-edge,  black  to  dark  brown  tarsus  &  toes]  producing  a  typical 
tristis  call  in  late  autumn  onwards  in  Wales  should  be  tristis.  For  photos  of  these  features  and  detailed  plumage 
descriptions  please  refer  to  earlier  articles  of  the  Welsh  Rare  Bird  Reports  and  the  articles  by  Dean  and  Dean  & 
Svensson. 

So  perhaps  we  are  back  to  square  one!  In  2008  BBRC  requested  that  all  tristis  files  from  that  year  files  be  passed 
to  the  Committee  to  establish  its  actual  status  in  GB  which  led  the  BBRC  to  decide  that  it  was  not  sufficiently 
rare  to  be  considered  by  them.  However,  the  WRP  is  seeking  guidance  from  BBRC  on  the  implications  of  van  de 
Berg’s  paper  and  looking  for  guidance  on  the  criteria  against  which  tristis  should  be  assessed  in  UK. 

Until  we  receive  guidance  from  BBRC  (the  Dutch  Rarities  Committee  are  currently  only  accepting  sound 
recorded  claims  or  those  with  high-quality  (e.g.  a  bird  in  the  hand)  photographs)  we  will  be  pending  all  records 
but  urge  all  observers  to  keep  sending  in  descriptions  of  possible  tristis,  but  for  acceptance  it  is  likely  that  any 
claim  must  be  accompanied  by  a  series  of  photographs  and  details  of  calls/song  (preferably  recorded). 


Separation  of  Lesser  and  Common  Redpolls 

As  with  tritis  Chiffchaff  the  separation  of  some  (Mealy  )  Common  Redpoll  ( Carduelis  flammed)  from  Lesser 
Redpoll  (C.  cabaret )  is  still  causing  the  WRP  some  problems.  During  2008  and  2009  panel  members  have  been 
studying  skins  and  photos  and  discussing  the  status  and  identification  of  Mealies  with  county  recorders  around 
the  UK.  This  has  shed  much  light  on  the  difficulties,  but  it  has  reassuringly  confirmed  that  our  previously 
published  criteria  (WRP  2004)  where  fit  for  purpose  and  that  we  are  not  alone  in  believing  there  is  a  problem  in 
how  to  assess  mealies.  Our  discussions  have  reached  the  stage  of  now  considering  issues  such  as  how'  to  deal 
w  ith  photographic  effect  and  whether  to  request  the  same  level  of  detail  for  paler  (more  Arctic  Redpoll  (C. 
exilipes )  -  like  individuals  as  we  need  for  darker  more  lesser-like  individuals. 

These  matters  should  be  resolved  soon  and  then  the  panel  will  be  assessing  all  previous  submitted  claims. 
References: 

Scarce  and  Rare  Birds  Wales  2004  Report. 
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Blackpoll  Warbler  -  3,d  record  for  Wales 


While  on  a  few  days  break  at  Marloes 
Pembrokeshire,  I  visited  the  nature 
reserve  Marloes  Mere  on  Tuesday  7th 
October,  during  some  bad  weather, 
with  some  strong  westerly  winds  and 
heavy  rain  showers,  observing  from  the 
Mark  Britton  hide.  While  watching 
some  Goldcrests,  Chiffchaffs,  & 

Willow  Warblers,  feeding  in  willow 
scrub,  close  to  a  pond,  I  noticed  a 
warbler  I  did  not  recognise,  it  was 
slightly  larger  than  a  willow  warbler 
and  slower  in  movement,  spending 
lengthy  periods  sat  in  one  place. 

The  bird  had  a  yellowish  wash  to  the 
neck  and  breast  with  a  paler  belly,  1 
then  decided  to  go  back  to  the  B&B,  to 
get  my  scope  and  camera,  and  through 
the  scope,  I  noticed  feint  streaking 
either  side  of  the  breast,  heavy 
streaking  on  the  rear  neck  and  mantle  with  some  streaking  on  the  crown.  Also  which  was  very  obvious,  was  the 
Pale  edged  secondaries,  primaries,  and  tail  feathers,  and  also  the  distinct  double  wing  bar,  which  can  be  seen  in 
the  attached  photos.  In  flight  the  tail  showed  white  edging,  and  the  bird  gave  a  brief  Meadow  pipit  like  call,  but 
higher  pitched  and  shorter. 

The  overall  back  and  head  colour  was  olive,  greyer  on  the  shoulders.  I  photographed  the  bird  by  simply  placing  a 
compact  canon  camera,  on  the  eyepiece  of  a  Kowa  30x  80,  The  pic  of  the  rear  of  the  bird  although  poor,  shows 
the  extent  of  the  streaking  on  the  Mantle  just  about,  also  some  of  the  shots  show  the  bird  had  pale  flesh  coloured 
feet. 

I  observed  the  bird  between  1 1-00  and  15-00  on  and  off,  and  the  next  day  the  bird  could  not  be  re-located, 
probably  due  to  a  clear  night  and  fine  sunny  conditions  on  the  8th,  unfortunately  no-one  else  was  around  to  see 
the  bird. 

As  a  fairly  experienced  birder  I  realised  this  may  of  been  an  American  vagrant,  and  after  checking  my  limited 
bird  identification  books,  the  nearest  I  can  come  up  with  is  a  possible  female  or  Immature  Blackpoll  warbler. 

Mark  Spirito 


Post-script:  the  photos  clearly  showed  an  immature/female  Blackpoll  Warbler  -  the  first  for  Pembrokeshire,  the 
third  for  Wales  (with  the  others  occurring  on  Bardsey  in  October  1968  &  1976). 
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American  Bittern  found  at  St.  David’s  Airfield 


On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  December,  I  was  out  with  Janet  Atkinson  carrying  out  a  winter  TTV  for  the  Atlas, 
when  Robin  Taylor  phoned.  Robin  got  to  the  point  quickly,  he  had  been  out  yesterday  and  picked  up  the  remains 
of  a  bird,  which  after  cleaning  up,  he  thought  was  an  American  Bittern  !  As  the  bird  was  dead,  I  told  him  that  we 
would  be  with  him  as  soon  as  we  could,  but  we  would  finish  the  survey  first. 

St.  David's  Airfield,  long  disused  (no  more  of  the  theory  the  bird  came  in  by  plane)  has  been  left  to  return  to 
marshy  heath  and  is  managed  by  the  Pembrokeshire  Coast  National  Park.  Robin  was  looking  for  waterfowl  in  a 
particularly  wet  area  to  the  north  of  the  runways,  and  came  across  a  bedraggled,  partly  decomposed  bird,  the  legs 
and  long  bill  clearly  visible,  suggesting  a  bittern-  type  bird.  The  body  was  covered  in  black  slime,  suggesting  that 
it  had  been  dead  for  several  weeks. 

I  had  little  doubt  that  Robin  would  be  wrong  with  his  identification.  I  had  recently  spent  three  weeks  sharing  a 
room  with  him  in  Madagascar  and  was  aware  of  his  keenness  to  collect  things  and  his  desire  to  identify 
everything  !  From  shells  to  seeds,  from  chameleons  to  lemurs,  as  well  as  birds. 

Robin  had  decided  to  take  bits  of  the  bird  home  he  wished  now  of  course  that  he  had  taken  the  whole  corpse  if 
that  had  been  possible.  But  not  suspecting  a  major  rarity  "pieces"  were  taken.  The  head  including  bill  (badly 
decomposed)  one  leg,  and  one  very  black  slimy  wing. 

Back  at  home  Robin  started  to  clean  up  the 
pieces,  the  leg  was  easy,  the  head  and  bill  were 
cleaned  chemically  to  leave  the  skull/bill.  The 
skull/bill  fitted  a  diagram  of  a  bittern  spin  the 
literature.  But  it  was  the  wing  that  was  the 
revelation!  If  it  was  a  Eurasian  Bittern  the  flight 
feathers  would  be  strongly  barred  -  this  is  what 
he  expected  but  on  cleaning  it  was  obvious  that 
they  were  black,  with  some  feathers  tipped  with  a 
rusty  brow  n.  The  greater  coverts  being  this  rusty 
colour  and  the  primary  coverts  tipped  this  colour 
too. 

This  wing  pattern  fitted  the  illustrations  of  an 
American  Bittern. 


On  viewing  the  bird's  parts  I  agreed  that  we  had  an  American  Bittern,  measurements  w  ere  taken,  inc.  head/bill, 
leg,  and  the  primary  length,  all  of  w  hich  supported  the  diagnostic  wing  pattern.  I  posted  a  photo  of  the  w  ing  on 
PembsBirds,  the  county  Blogsite,  (wwwxpembsbirds.blogspot.com  )  amazingly  we  had  900  hits  to  the  site  in  the 
next  36  hours.  How  popular  would  the  bird  have  been  if  seen  alive. 

The  bird  presumably  arrived  a  few  weeks  earlier  in  the  autumn,  perhaps  soon  after  the  Blackpoll  Warbler,  w  hich 
only  one  lucky  person  saw.  This  is  (BBRC  acceptance  required)  the  forth  record  of  American  Bittern  for 
Pembrokeshire,  1872,1905  both  shot,  in  1946  one  seen  on  Ramsey  Island,  which  is  off  the  end  of  the  St.  David's 
Peninsular  w  here  the  airfield  resides.  The  full  set  of  skin  photos  taken  can  be  viewed  at; 
http://picasaw,eb.google.co.uk/pembsbirds2/AmericanBittern?authkey=k3fCYA33NI0# 

Found  by  Robin  Taylor ,  written  by  Richard  Dobbins 
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Pacific  Diver  at  Llys-y-fran  Reservoir,  Pembroke  -  first  for  Wales 

Most  readers  will  be  aware  of  the  Pacific  Diver  Gavia  pacifica  at  Llys-y-fran  Reservoir,  Pembrokeshire,  which 
first  appeared  in  February  2007.  The  bird  attracted  much  attention  and  debate  amongst  identification  experts, 
but  astounded  all  by  returning  in  for  a  shorter  spell  2008  and  even  shorter  in  2009  (still  awaiting  formal 
submission  and  acceptance),  when  it  was  observed  in  moult  to  summer  plumage  by  just  three  lucky  observers. 
The  bird  has  now  been  accepted  by  the  BBRC  as  the  second  for  Britain,  and  the  Western  Palaearctic. 


2nd  February  -  20,n  March  2007 

On  2nd  February  2007  Juan  Brown  and  Paul  Grennard  were  watching  the  gull  roost  at  Llys-y-fran  Reservoir 
when  they  found  a  juvenile  ‘Black-throated-type’  diver.  The  bird  did  not  display  any  white  rear  flank  patch,  had 
distinctively  frosty  pale  nape  and  crown  (with  dark  border  to  neck  sides  and  darker  lores),  and  appeared  quite 
short-bodied.  It  also  appeared  to  have  a  dark  throat  strap.  They  had  discussed  Pacific  Diver  on  the  journey  to 
Llys-y-fran,  following  the  recent  Yorkshire  bird  (Taylor  et  al  .2007),  and  PG  knew  that  lack  of  white  rear  flank 
patch  was  one  of  the  features  of  that  species.  PG  was  also  aware  of  the  dark  throat  strap  as  an  identification 
feature  of  Pacific  Diver. 

That  evening  I  received  a  call  from  PG  and  discussed  the  bird  at  length  with  him.  Some  of  the  features  sounded 
good  for  Pacific,  but  neither  PG  or  JB  (with  whom  I  also  talked)  were  100%  sure  of  such  a  tricky  identification. 
The  next  morning  was  crisp  and  bright,  and  we  located  the  diver  further  north  up  the  reservoir,  in  front  of  the 
hide.  Closer  views  (maybe  down  to  50m)  in  bright  sunshine  were  obtained.  It  was  established  that  the  bird  did 
not  have  a  dark  throat  strap,  and  was  quite  clean  white  around  the  face  and  throat  (although  at  times  shadowing 
gave  the  impression  of  one).  Some  white  from  the  belly  was  now  riding  up  the  lower  flanks  (the  previous 
evening  the  flanks  had  appeared  all  dark),  though  the  bird  still  lacked  the  obvious  white  rear  flank  patch  of 
Black-throated.  Of  particular  interest  was  whether  the  bird  possessed  a  dark  vent  strap  or  not,  but  it  was  not 
going  to  give  up  this  detail  easily  (the  area  being  generally  obscured  by  the  legs  when  rolling  to  preen).  After 
spending  several  hours  at  the  site  in  the  morning,  after  a  break  PG  and  I  returned  in  the  afternoon  when  we  had 
brief  views  of  a  dark  vent  strap  on  three  occasions  during  an  extended  bout  of  preening. 

More  birders  visited  the  site  on  Sunday  4th. 

The  bird  was  still  present,  but  took  flight 
mid-afternoon,  as  if  doing  a  restless  recce 
prior  to  departure.  During  its  two  circuits 
around  the  reservoir  the  bird  was 
scrutinised  for  vent  detail.  This  was  not 
easy  to  see,  but  a  distinct  dark  band 
running  right  across  the  vent  was  briefly 
seen  through  the  scope  by  JB  and  at  least 
one  other  observer  as  it  banked  just  before 
alighting.  The  flight  did  give  further 
opportunity  to  confirm  that  the  bird  did  in 
fact  lack  any  white  patch  riding  up  behind 
the  wing  (this  area  being  clearly  dark). 

The  bird  settled  again  to  roost  with  the 

^U"S'  Photo,  by  M.  Grey 

The  following  notes  are  based  on  my  observations  over  more  than  15  hours  during  the  bird’s  stay. 


ith 


Size  &  shape-  the  bird  was  undoubtedly  small  for  a  ‘Black-throated’  type  Diver,  giving  the  overall  impression  of 
a  bird  structurally  similar  to  the  Yorkshire  bird  (Phil  Bristow pers.  comm.).  Compared  to  a  typical  Black- 
throated,  it  had  a  smaller,  slighter  ‘feel’,  and  when  seen  up  close  to  a  Great  Created  Grebe  was  barely  any  bigger. 
Photographs  of  the  bird  within  a  group  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  confirm  this  in-the-field  impression.  The 
bird  also  appeared  to  be  relatively  short  bodied,  lacking  the  longer  bodied  appearance  of  Black-throated. 
However,  size  does  seem  likely  to  be  a  relative  feature  and  of  little  use  in  identifying  a  lone  bird  -  but  this  was 
unquestionably  a  small  bird. 

Rear  flank  /  anterior  thigh  patch  -  this  is  now  widely  accepted  as  the  critical  feature.  The  area  of  body  behind 
and  below  the  secondary  coverts  on  the  resting  bird  (where  the  wing  rises  towards  the  rear)  was  clearly  brown. 
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On  a  typical  Black-throated  Diver  it  is  this  area  that  is  white,  creating  the  distinctive  rear  "flank  patch’.  We 
concur  with  Chris  Corben  {pers  comm )  who  refers  to  this  area  as  the  anterior  thigh,  not  rear  flank,  and  best 
referred  to  as  being  at  the  side  of  the  rump  (it  is  above  and  behind  the  rear  flanks).  This  is  the  crucial  part  of  the 
bird  to  accurately  note. 

When  the  bird  was  relaxed  and  sitting  high  in  the  water,  this  dark  area  still  extended  to  the  waterline,  contrasting 
with  a  pale  flank  line  from  the  belly  on  the  rest  of  the  flanks.  The  dark  upper  flank  line  was  not  as  thick  as  that 
of  the  Yorkshire  bird,  and  so  the  Pembrokeshire  individual  was  more  prone  to  show  white  flanks  breaking  the 
waterline. 

There  was  some  intergrade  between  the  dark  line  under  the  wings  and  white  belly,  consisting  of  dark  feathers 
variably  fringed  whitish.  The  paleness  of  the  flanks  could  vary  somewhat,  depending  on  the  arrangement  of 
these  feathers  and  glare  of  the  sun,  but  the  anterior  thigh  area  consistently  remained  dark.  On  the  first  evening 
the  bird  showed  all  dark  flanks  -  presumably  as  a  result  of  it  sitting  lower  down  in  the  water.  In  flight,  the  dark 
upper-flank  line  ran  parallel  with  the  base  of  the  wings  before  bulging  down  notably  behind  the  wing, 
corroborating  further  the  absence  of  any  white  flash  in  this  region. 

Vent  strap  a  thin  dark  line  which  extended  right  across  the  vent  was  seen  briefly  on  a  number  of  occasions  by 
various  observers,  including  myself  on  3rd  February.  The  detail  in  this  area  was  very  difficult  to  see  (the  legs 
usually  obscuring  this  area  when  roll-preening).  A  dark  vent  strap  has  previously  been  reported  as  diagnostic  of 
Pacific  Diver  (e.g.  Reinking  &  Howell  1993,  Birch  &  Lee  1995),  but  evidence  from  Black-throated  Diver 
specimens  in  Italy  seriously  question  this  feature.  Of  14  specimens  (seven  juveniles,  a  first-summer  and  six 
adults),  eight  had  complete  vent  straps,  four  had  incomplete  vent  straps,  and  just  two  had  no  vent  strap  (Nicola 
Baccetti,  pers.  comm.). 

Throat  strap  although  shadowing  in  this  region  could  give  the  illusion  of  a  dark  throat  strap  under  certain 
circumstances,  good  views  confirmed  the  absence  of  this  feature.  Indeed  the  visible  underparts  -  from  face  to 
breast  -  were  clean  white.  Of  46  juvenile  Pacific  Diver  specimens  examined  by  Reinking  &  Howell  (1993),  21 
(46%)  lacked  any  throat  strap,  with  25  (54%)  showing  a  faint  throat  strap.  No  juveniles  had  an  obvious  throat 
strap.  This  suggests  the  Yorkshire  bird  (which  showed  an  obvious  throat  strap)  was  atypical  in  this  respect, 
though  other  images  of  juvenile  Pacific  Divers  with  distinct  throat  straps  on  the  Internet  would  seem  to 
contradict  this.  Although  Black-throated  Diver  generally  exhibits  a  clean  white  throat  area,  a  casual  perusal  of 
photographs  on  the  Internet,  and  a  preliminary  examination  of  museum  skins  reveals  that  dark  throat  straps  in 
this  species  are  not  uncommon  (though  perhaps  not  as  narrow  and  strong  as  the  Yorkshire  bird). 

Facial  pattern  die  bird  had  quite  a  distinct  white  cheek  patch.  The  face  looked  clean  and  unsullied.  It  lacked  the 
sullied  cheeks  shown  by  many  Pacific  Divers. 

Bill  shape  and  size  depending  on  posture,  the  impression  of  the  bill  of  the  Pembrokeshire  bird  varied  from  slight 
and  pointed,  to  heavier  and  thicker  tipped.  The  first  available  photographs  certainly  indicated  a  heavier  bill  than 
the  Yorkshire  bird.  However,  viewed  in  the  field  for  several  hours,  the  overall  impression  was  of  a  slighter, 
slimmer  bill  than  is  usually  encountered  in  a  typical  Black-throated  Diver. 

Correspondence  generally  confirms  the  Pembrokeshire  bird  appears  within  the  range  of  Pacific,  but  many 
experts  doubt  how  definitive  a  feature  this  is.  The  bill  of  the  Pembrokeshire  bird  would  seem  to  be  on  the  small 
and  slender  end  of  the  scale  for  Black-throated  Diver,  but  not  as  dainty  as  is  shown  in  some  Pacific  Divers. 

Head  shape  in  most  situations,  the  bird  showed  a  very  rounded  head  profile,  never  heavily  angular  as  is  usually 
seen  on  Black-throated  Diver.  This  varied  somewhat  with  posture,  for  example  during  bouts  of  feeding  with 
feathers  pressed  down  the  head  profile  was  a  lot  sleeker,  which  made  the  bill  look  heavier  (as  seen  in  similar 
pictures  of  the  Yorkshire  bird). 

Nape  tone  /he  crown,  nape  and  hind-neck  were  strikingly  pale  greyish-brown,  appearing  frosted,  bordered  by  a 
dark  vertical  line  on  the  neck  sides,  and  dark  lores.  This  has  been  suggested  as  a  characteristic  of  juvenile 
Pacific  Diver  (vs.  Black-throated  Diver  which  appears  darker)  elsewhere  (e.g.  Taylor  et  al.  2007,  Sibley  2000. 
Reinking  &  Howell  1993).  It  was  a  striking  feature  of  the  Yorkshire  and  Pembrokeshire  birds. 
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Other  characters 

Taylor  et  al.  (2007)  refer  to  the  very  neat  white  fringes  to  the  upperparts  of  the  Yorkshire  bird.  This  feature  was 
equally  striking  on  the  Pembrokeshire  bird,  with  the  scapulars  in  particular  showing  broad  neat  white  fringes 
which  appeared  very  ‘clean’  against  the  brown  bases. 

Overall  the  Pembrokeshire  bird  was  noticeably  brownish  in  tone,  browner  than  would  appear  to  be  exhibited  by 
most  juvenile  Black-throated  Divers,  although  juvenile  Black-throated  are  not  as  strikingly  oily  black  and  white 
as  adults. 

In  summary,  the  dark  anterior  thigh,  silvery  crown,  nape  and  hindneck,  rounded  head  and  slight  structure  shown 
by  the  bird  at  Llys-y-fran,  seem  to  be  the  key  features  of  a  juvenile  Pacific  Diver.  The  broadness  of  the  white 
fringing  to  the  scapulars  and  overall  brownish  hue  may  also  be  pointers  towards  Pacific.  All  of  these  features 
bar  the  anterior  thigh  may  be  variable  and  somewhat  subjective,  and  it  is  perhaps  the  former  feature  which  is 
most  diagnostic.  In  my  view,  the  following  key  features  identify  this  bird  as  a  Pacific: 

1 .  Dark  anterior  thigh  4.  Pale  fringing  to  scapulars/upperparts 

2.  Size  and  shape  -  small  and  short-bodied  5.  General  upper-part  tone  -  brown  based 

3.  Pale  hind-neck 


16th  January  -  8th  February  2008 

The  2007  record  had  fostered  some  debate  about  the  bird’s  identity,  with  the  identification  not  as  clear  cut  and 
widely  accepted  in  the  birding  fraternity.  Juan  and  I  had  worked  hard  to  draw  a  paper  together  for  Birding 
World ,  and  remained  convinced,  with  Paul’s  support,  that  we  had  a  ‘good’  Pacific.  It  was  thus  with  great 
excitement  that  I  received  a  call  on  the  evening  of  16th  January  2008  that  Richard  Dobbins  and  Adrian  Rogers 
had  seen  a  diver  species  in  the  gathering  gloom  at  Llys-y-fran!  From  their  description,  principally  of  the  bird’s 
behaviour  (identical  to  the  2007  bird),  I  was  convinced  our  bird  had  returned,  and  at  dawn  the  next  morning  this 
was  confirmed  as  I  peered  from  the  hide  to  welcome  back  our  bird  -  this  time  in  2nd  winter  (i.e.  adult)  plumage 
and  sporty  the  adult’s  diagnostic  throat  strap!  Happy  days. 

The  bird  settled  into  the  same  routine  as  in  2007,  generally  favouring  the  main  body  of  the  reservoir  from  the 
hide  northwards,  and  tending  to  drift  further  south  towards  the  end  of  the  day  and  bathe  amongst  the  gulls 
gathering  to  roost.  Yet  more  birders  travelled  from  afar  to  enjoy  our  bird,  and  all  of  the  key  features  (barring 
those  associated  with  juvenile  plumage)  were  on  show  once  more.  Quite  amazingly  a  Black-throated  Diver 
decided  Llys-y-fran  was  to  be  its  temporary  home,  and  on  several  occasions  the  two  birds  were  seen  side  by  side 
where  the  structural  differences,  in  particular,  were  obvious. 


Photo,  by  R.  Stonier 

[During  the  late  afternoon  of  25th  Feb.  2009  Richard  Dobbins  picked  up  what  he  was  convinced  was  a  smallish, 
short-bodied  Diver  whilst  checking  out  the  Llys-y-fran  gull  roost.  Richard,  Paul  Grennard  and  I  returned  to  the 
reservoir  at  first  light  the  next  morning  and  confirmed  the  original  thoughts  that  this  was  the  returning  Pacific 
Diver.  Unfortunately  it  was  not  seen  subsequently.  This  record  is  in  the  process  of  being  submitted  to  BBRC]. 


101 


References 

Astins,  D  &  Brown,  J.  2007.  The  Pacific  Diver  in  Pembrokeshire  -  the  second  for  the  Western  Palearctic. 

Birding  World  20  (2):  57-61 

Birch,  A.  &  C-T  Lee.  1995.  Identification  of  Pacific  Diver  -  a  potential  vagrant  to  Europe.  Birding  Worlds  (12): 
458-466. 

Brown,  J.  2007.  Second  Pacific’s  not  so  clear  cut.  Birdwatch  178:  56-57 

Reinking,  D.L.  &  Howell,  S.N.G.  1993.  An  Arctic  Loon  in  California.  Western  Birds  24:  189-196. 

Sibley,  D.  2000.  The  North  American  Bird  Guide.  Pica  Press. 

Taylor,  G.,  Gamer,  M.  &  McLoughlin,  J.  2007.  The  Pacific  Diver  in  North  Yorkshire  -  a  new  Western  Palearctic 
bird.  Birding  World 20  ( 1):  20-25. 

DJ  Astins. 


Paddyfield  Warbler  on  Bardsey  Island  -  a  new  species  for  the  island 
and  second  for  Wales 

Whilst  inspecting  Ty  Pellaf  Withy  I  noticed  movement  up  a  Willow  branch.  I  got  my  bins  up  in  time  to  see  the 
head  of  the  bird  before  it  dropped  back  into  the  vegetation.  The  most  obvious  feature  was  the  supercilium;  broad 
and  pale,  it  extended  well  behind  the  eye.  The  crown  at  this  point  appeared  peaked.  The  bill  was  thin.  The  throat 
was  strikingly  whitish  compared  to  the  sandy  tone  of  the  ear  coverts  and  dark  lores.  The  view  was  very  brief  but 
I  was  looking  at  a  warbler,  probably  an  Acrocephalus.  1  radioed  the  other  island  staff  to  say  I  had  an  interesting 
Aero  and  gave  a  brief  description.  They  quickly  made  the  short  walk  to  the  withy.  During  this  time  I  got  further 
views  of  the  bird  as  it  moved  through  the  upper  branches  of  the  Willows  but  upon  Steve  Stansfield  arriving  I 
couldn’t  add  much  more  to  my  description.  The  bird  was  a  relatively  warm  brown,  more  Aero  than  Hippolais, 
and  the  tertials  exhibited  a  very  noticeable  contrast  between  the  dark  inner  portion  of  the  outer  web  and  the  pale 
fringe. 


As  the  bird  moved  to  the  Southwest  comer  of  the  w  ithy  SDS  joined  me.  The  bird  soon  sat  up  on  some  low 
branches  at  less  than  ten  metres.  SDS  quickly  called  it  as  a  Paddyfield  Warbler  and  as  he  radioed  the  news  we 
were  treated  to  some  close  views.  The  broad  supercilium  was  bordered  dark  above;  this  often  gave  the 
impression  of  lateral  crown  stripes  and  a  paler  brown  median  crown  stripe.  The  dark  upper  border  did  not  extend 
behind  the  eye  whereas  the  supercilium  extended  for  over  an  eye’s  width  and  did  not  taper.  The  lores  were  dark, 
the  same  tone  extending  as  an  eyestripe  the  full  length  of  the  supercilium.  The  mantle  was  a  warm  sandy  brown. 
The  darker  wings  were  pale  fringed.  The  underparts  were  whitish  buff,  whiter  towards  the  throat,  with  a  richer 
brown  ‘boa’.  The  tail  was  long  and  appeared  wet/warn  at  this  point.  The  colour  of  the  tail  matched  the  upperparts 
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and  there  were  no  pale  outer  feathers.  When  the  bird  was  stationary  it  often  raised  its  tail  and  as  the  bird  moved 
between  branches  it  sometimes  bobbed  its  tail.  The  primary  projection  was  short,  approximately  half  the  length 
of  the  tertials.  The  legs  were  pale  pinkish. 

The  decision  was  made  to  trap  the  bird  and  SDS  entered  the  withy  to  open  the  two  nets  situated  within.  During 
this  time  the  bird  moved  into  some  neighbouring  Gorse.  We  were  soon  able  to  gently  walk  the  bird  back  into  a 
net.  It  was  extracted,  bagged,  and  taken  back  to  the  observatory  for  processing. 

The  following  in  hand  notes  were  taken: 

Wing  57mm  E=5  2=8.  Primary  projection  9mm 
The  inner  webs  of  the  tertials  were  pale  sandy,  the  outer 
webs  were  darker  brown  fringed  pale.  The  flight  feathers 
were  darker  than  the  dark  of  the  tertials,  the  primaries 
were  fringed  and  tipped  pale.  The  alula  was  dark. 

Tail  -  54.6mm  T1-T6  8.0mm.  The  colour  was  a  similar 
warm  sandy  brown  as  the  mantle,  perhaps  a  bit  darker. 

All  feathers  were  present,  of  the  same  colour,  and 
moderately  warn.  The  tail  was  rounded. 

Tail/Wing  Ratio  0.96.  Svensson  gives  Paddyfield 
tail/wing  ratio  as  (0.75)  0.80-0.98  (n=35)  and  Blyth’s 
Reed  as  0.74-0.86  (n=23). 

Bill  to  skull  14.4mm,  to  feather  9.3mm.  Svensson  gives 
Paddyfield  bill  to  feather  as  9.5-12.8  and  Blyth’s  Reed  as 
1 1.5-15.0.  The  upper  mandible  was  dark  with  a  pale  tip 
less  than  0.5mm  in  length.  The  lower  mandible  was  a 
pale  pink  with  a  dark  smudge  on  the  distal  half. 

Head  -  the  pale  supercilium  extended  6mm  beyond  the 
eye.  The  head  pattern  was  as  described  above.  The  ear 
coverts  were  sandy  and  ever  so  slightly  mottled  darker. 

The  iris  was  a  mud  brown.  The  rictal  bristles  were  long 
and  curved. 

Upperparts  -  the  mantle  and  wings  were  as  above.  The 
rump  was  slightly  sandier  than  the  mantle  in  colour. 

Underparts  -  the  chin  and  throat  were  white.  The 
undertail  coverts  and  flanks  cream. 

Legs  and  Feet  -  a  pinkish  flesh  with  dull  yellow  soles. 

Tarsus  width  was  1.6mm  resulting  in  the  decision  to  fit  a 
AA  ring. 

Age  -  the  bird  was  aged  as  a  3,  a  first  winter,  due  to 
unworn  remiges  and  only  moderately  worn  rectrices. 

The  bird  was  released  back  at  Ty  Pellaf  Withy.  It  became  more  skulking,  often  dropping  into  nettles  for  a  few 
minutes  at  a  time  before  popping  up  and  wiping  its  bill,  perhaps  indicating  that  it  was  feeding  under  the  canopy 
of  nettles.  It  also  dropped  into  stands  of  rush  situated  within  fields  of  shorter  grass.  The  following  night  was  clear 
and  the  bird  was  not  relocated  again. 

Craig  Robson’s  ‘A  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Thailand  and  South-East  Asia’  was  used  to  eliminate  other 
eastern  Acrocephalus  warblers.  Black-browed  Reed  Warbler  A.  bistrigiceps  was  eliminated  due  to  the  extent  of 
the  black  lateral  crown  stripe  which  extends  the  length  of  the  supercilium  in  Black-browed.  Blunt-winged 
Warbler  A.  concinens  would  show  a  shorter  supercilium,  little  dark  border  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  supercilium, 
and  usually  an  all  pale  lower  mandible.  Further  to  the  above  biometrics,  Blyth's  Reed  A.  dumetorum  was 
separated  by,  for  example,  extent  of  supercilium,  tertial  contrast,  and  leg  colour.  Booted  Warbler  H.  caligata  in  a 
similar  state  of  w  ear  to  this  bird  w  ould  show'  pale-edged  outer  tail  feathers  on  a  squarer  tail,  would  be  more  of  a 
grey  brown  in  colour,  w'ould  exhibit  a  shorter  supercilium,  etc. 

Richard  Brou  n. 
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1.  Individual  accepted  by  BBRC  as  Lesser  Scaup,  WWT 
4th  June  2003. 


2.  Lesser  Scaup  type  hybrid  WWT  21st  May  2004 


)e  hybrids  in  Wales 


3.  Lesser  Scaup  type  hybrid  WWT  21st  May  2004 


4.  Lesser  Scaup  Cosmeston  CP  (R.G.  Smith) 


From  26th  Dec.  2008  and  2nd  Jan.  2009  a  classic  first  winter  Lesser  Scaup  was  found  in  Glamorgan,  frequenting 
Cosmeston  C.P,  before  moving  to  nearby  Cardiff  Bay  Wetlands,  where  it  stayed  until  at  least  8th  May  2009.  This 
bird  was  seen  by  many,  was  well  photographed  and  has  been  accepted  by  BBRC.  During  its  stay  this  bird  was 
often  described  as  the  first  for  Wales,  which  to  some  was  confusing  as  there  is  a  previous  BBRC  accepted  record 
published  from  the  National  Wetland  Centre,  Llanelli,  Carmarthenshire  in  2003. 

Despite  the  2003  bird's  acceptance  by  BBRC  the  finder  has  always  had  a  nagging  doubt  whether  he  correctly 
identified  the  bird  -  a  view  he  expressed  to  WRP  members  which  resulted  in  the  panel  not  publishing  the  record 
in  previous  reports.  His  doubts  were  primarily  due  to  the  arrival,  a  year  after  Wales’  first  Lesser  Scaup  put  in  its 
brief  appearance  on  the  freshwater  scrape  at  the  Wetland  Centre,  of  a  similar-looking  hybrid  in  the  main 
collection  at  the  centre,  where  it  stayed  for  around  a  month.  Although  this  bird  was  darker,  behaved  differently 
(was  tame  and  preferred  the  company  of  the  collection  birds)  and  appeared  to  have  subtle  structural  differences, 
it  was  sufficient  to  raise  doubts  over  the  first  bird’s  initial  identification.  Despite  re-visiting  the  series  of 
photographs  of  the  original  bird  many  times  along  with  many  images  of  other  birds  elsewhere,  the  finder  remains 
unconvinced  that  the  original  identification  of  the  2003  w  as  correct.  However,  he  also  acknow  ledges  that  he 
probably  has  insufficient  evidence  to  convince  BBRC  that  the  bird  was  not  a  Lesser  Scaup. 


The  2003  record  will  not  be  re  assessed  by  BBRC  and  will  stand,  despite  the  concerns  of  at  least  one  (the 
principal  observer),  unless  it  is  withdrawn.  The  record  can  only  be  withdrawn  if  all  those  w  ho  submitted  details 
to  BBRC  agree.  The  identification  of  Lesser  Scaup  is  no  longer  considered  the  problem  it  once,  but  the  problem, 
as  this  note  suggests,  of  hybrids,  including  2nd  generation  hybrids,  must  always  be  borne  in  mind,  when  faced 
with  anything  other  than  “classic”  individuals. 

The  WRP  w'ould  like  to  thank  Barry  Stewart  for  providing  the  photos  of  the  birds  in  2003  and  2004  and  allowing 
us  to  present  his  concerns  over  the  identification  of  the  2003  individual. 

Reg  Thorpe ,  on  behalf  of  the  WRP. 


104 


RARE  BIRDS 

Where  and  When 

An  Analysis  of  Status  &  Distribution 
in  Britain  and  Ireland 


Just  published  by  Rare  Birds  Books,  the  first  of  two  volumes 
(with  volume  two  out  next  year)  giving  a  complete  and  up  to 
date  (end  of  2007)  analysis  of  the  status  and  distribution  of 
Rare  Birds  (those  on  the  BBRC  list)  in  Britain  and  Ireland 
by  Russell  Slack. 

This  updates  and  goes  further  than  the  two  previous  works, 

“Rare  Bird  in  Britain  and  Ireland”  by  Sharrock  &  Sharrock 
1976  and  Dyrnond,  Fraser  &  Gantlett  1989,  with  the  most 
detailed  interpretation  of  passerine  and  near-passerine 
records  in  Britain  and  Ireland  ever  undertaken.  It  also  puts 
them  in  context  of  Western  Palearctic  records  and 
distribution. 

More  than  220  species  accounts  are  covered  within  this 
volume,  many  of  which  are  accompanied  by  histograms 
detailing  annual  and  weekly  occurrence  patterns  all  featuring 
a  detailed  interpretation  of  records  accepted  at  a  national 
level. 

This  book  will  stand  as  the  definitive  reference  work  on  rare 
birds  for  years  to  come.  As  well  as  being  full  to  bursting 
with  rarity  accounts.  Rare  Birds  Where  and  When  comes 
with  a  foreword  and  historical  perspectives  by  Ian  Wallace, 
a  fascinating  chapter  with  cutting-edge  theories  on  vagrancy 
patterns  for  passerine  and  near-passerine  rarities  by  Alex 
Lees  and  James  Gilroy,  and  behind  the  scenes  peeks  at  the 
workings  of  BBRC  and  BOURC. 

For  those  of  you  who  are  rarity  minded,  this  book  is  a  must.  Copies  can  be  purchased  directly  from  Russell 
Slack,  at  www.rarebirdbooks.co.uk  or  from  NHBS  /  Subbuteo,  price  £29.99. 

For  those  more  interested  in  a  Welsh  perspective,  a  similar  volume  on  all  Welsh  Rarities  (WRP  &  BBRC)  is 
under  preparation  and  will  be  published  in  201 1. 


Volume  1 

sandgrouse  to  New  World  orioles 

Russell  Slack 

with  historical  perspectives  by  lan  Wallace 


Hywel  Roderick 

Many  birders  in  south  Wales  will  be  saddened  to  hear  the  news  of  Hywels  death  last  Christmas  after 
a  short  fight  with  cancer.  Not  only  was  he  county  recorder  for  Ceredigion  but  also  one  of  that 
county’s  most  active  birders  for  over  twenty  years.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of  WOS  and 
served  on  WOS  Council  for  many  years.  He  will  be  sorely  missed  by  all  those  who  knew  him. 

A  more  detailed  obituary  and  full  account  of  his  life  can  be  found  in  the  2008  Ceredigion  Bird 
Report. 
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WELSH  BIRDS 

'Welsh  Birds'  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published  thrice  annually,  in  June, 
November  (Rarities  edition)  and  January  (Welsh  Bird  Report  and  the  Ringing  Report). 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh  Ornithology.  The  Society  is 
anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present  ornithological  activity  in  Wales.  Thus  we  hope  that  all 
workers,  professional  or  amateur,  with  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing 
information  about  these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors 
should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and  guidelines  for  authors  have  been  drawn  up  and 
are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front  cover).  Papers  are  accepted  and  published  in  either  Welsh  or 
English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be  supplied  with  captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and 
with  an  English  summary.  This  follows  standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also  welcome.  An 
accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short  and  succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than 
half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in  either  Welsh  or  English. 

WELSH  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
CYMDEITHAS  ADARYDDOL  CYMRU 

www.welshos.org.uk 

The  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  was  founded  by  the  Bird  Clubs  and  Societies  in  the  Principality  for  the  benefit 
of  birds  in  Wales. 

Officers  and  members  of  Council  as  1st  April  2009. 

David  Saunders  MBE 

D.  Moore  OBE.  Rowan  Howe,  Gors  Road,  Salem,  Llandeilo.  SA19  7LY. 
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A.  Williams,  30  Fairfield,  Penperlleni,  Pontypool  Gwent  NP4  OAQ. 
e-mail:  mochdreboy@waitrose.com 

Dr.  S.  Tyler,  Yew  Tree  Cottage,  Lone  Lane,  Penallt,  Monmouth. 

NP25  4AJ.  e-mail:  steph_tyler2001@hotmail.com 

Editor:  Welsh  Bird  Report:  J.  Green,  Crud  yr  Awel,  Bowls  Road,  Blaenporth,  Cardigan. 

SA43  2AR.  e-mail:  welshrarebirds@tiscali.co.uk 

Council  Members:  J.  Hughes  Dr.  A.  Benchley  P.  Jennings  M.  Green 

BTO  representative  J.  Lloyd 


MEMBERSHIP 

If  you  wish  to  join  the  Society,  please  complete  the  enclosed  membership  form  and 
send  it  together  with  a  cheque  for  the  appropriate  subscription  made  payable  to  the 
Welsh  Ornithological  Society  to  the  Membership  Secretary: 

A.  Williams,  30  Fairfield,  Penperlleni,  Pontypool  Gwent  NP4  OAQ. 

Annual  subscriptions:  Member  £15 _ Family  Member  £18 _ 
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Above:  Citrine  Wagtail,  RSPB  Conwy.  M.  Hughes 


Below:  Woodchat,  Martin’s  Haven,  Pembroke.  D.J.  Astins 


Argraffwyr  E.  L.  Jones  Printers,  Cardigan  01239  612251 
enquiries  @  eljones.org.uk 


